American Board of Emergency Medicine
Criteria for Approving Externally Developed 
ABEM MOC Improvement in Medical Practice (IMP) Activities
Content

· Activities must involve clinical content that is contained within the EM Model. Content can be focused on an ABEM-sponsored subspecialty.
· Each activity must incorporate the four steps of: measure; compare to standards; implement an improvement plan; and re-measure.

· The activity should provide the participant with comparisons of his/her performance with evidence-based practice guidelines, standards, and/or explicit expert consensus.
· Preferably, the activity will incorporate a learning opportunity designed to help the physician improve performance with respect to the clinical issue on which the activity is focused, with a CME option for at least 10 hours of AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM.
· Simulation activities can be approved provided that they meet the ABEM criteria for externally developed practice improvement simulation activities.
Availability to ABEM Diplomates

· Physician participation in any externally developed activity must be voluntary.  ABEM does not mandate participation in an external proprietary activity.  
· Ideally, externally developed IMP activities should be free or have minimal cost to the physician. The organization could charge the physician for an associated CME activity.
Development

· Funding provided by pharmaceutical or medical equipment companies must not be used to develop the activity.

· The activity should be designed to engage at least 50 physicians per year.

· The product must be in a form that enables ABEM reviewers to audit the activity 
· There is no requirement that the activity be available for a specific period of time prior to ABEM approving it. 

· The activity should be updated, and a new application for ABEM approval must be submitted, every three years.
General

· The organization should be stable, able to maintain the activity for at least three years, and able to provide ABEM with data verifying individual physician completion of the activity according to ABEM requirements.  

Criteria for Externally Developed Simulation Modules

The following are the criteria ABEM use to review and approve externally developed simulation activities to meet ABEM MOC requirements: 

· Any simulation center at which an activity is held must be approved by an authoritative agency that meets the approval of the ABEM MOC Committee.   

· There must be at least 8 hours of total course instruction. 

· There must be at least 2 hours of didactic instruction.

· There must be active, hands-on participation in simulation encounters. 

· Scenarios must include some exposure to critically ill and/or injured patient encounters.

· There must be post‐scenario peer debriefing.

· The session must include focused instruction on team management and coordinated communication. 

· The diplomate must be the lead participant, including having the primary responsibility for medical decision making and providing direction in at least one scenario. 

· At least one instructor must be an ABEM diplomate. 

· There should be no more than five learners for each instructor.  

These criteria are additional to the general criteria in use for reviewing applications to ABEM to count externally developed activities as meeting diplomates’ MOC requirements.
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